Heroes of Tall Tales and Legends – List One
JOHNNY APPLESEED


Real person, named John Chapman. Pioneer/wanderer who made his way west planting apple trees as he went.  Also the topic of many American Tall Tales.  Legend says that one night during his old age, he sat under a tree and "fell asleep." He saw a rainbow in front of him and walked right up it to Heaven.  

DAVY CROCKETT

 
Real person.  Frontier scout, Congressman and defender of The Alamo in 1836.  A master self-promoter, he spun many tall tales about himself during his lifetime.  The famous song says he “killed a b’ar (bear) when he was only three.”  Disney’s Davy Crockett television program started a “coonskin cap” fad in 1955.
PAUL BUNYAN

 
Legendary Giant Lumberjack who with the help of Babe, his Giant Blue Ox, cleared out a lot of Forests in US Territories to make room for settlers. Paul Bunyan's and Babes efforts were said to have brought about famous landmarks such as The Missouri River, The Great Lakes, The Grand Canyon, etc. 

MIKE FINK 

  
Real person.  Famous River Boatman and sharpshooter on the Mississippi River during the Mid 1800's. 
JOHN HENRY 


Legendary black railroad laborer who was said to have driven steel with a hammer faster than any man. When someone brought a Steam Drill into the railroad camp where he worked, John Henry challenged it to a race.  John Henry beat the Steam Drill, but died in the process. 

PECOS BILL


 King of the Cowboys who was raised by coyotes.  He lassoed a tornado and rode it to California, where it formed Death Valley.  During a drought, he dug a trench all the way to The Gulf of Mexico, forming The Rio Grande.  His horse was Widowwmaker and his girlfriend was Slue-foot Sue.
MIGHTY CASEY

Famous folklore character in the Immortal Ernest Lawrence Thayer poem, “Casey At the Bat.”  

ICHABOD CRANE 


School master from Washington Irving's "The Legend of Sleepy Hollow" who disappeared after he encountered The Headless Horseman on his way home from Katrina Van Tassle's  party. 

JOHN ALDEN & PRISCILLA
 
Real-life Pilgrim lovebirds who sailed on the Mayflower from England to Plymouth Rock.  Main characters in Longfellow's poem "The Courtship of Miles Standish."  In the story, Captain Miles Standish asks his friend John Alden, to propose marriage to Priscilla in his behalf.  Priscilla's response was "Speak for yourself, John." 

CASEY JONES 


Real Kentuckian train engineer who gave his life to save others, on a stormy night in Mississippi, 100 years ago, when Casey's train was heading for disaster.   Casey died, but all of his passengers were saved.
DANIEL BOONE 


Real Early Frontiersman, explored and brought settlers to what is now the state of Kentucky. 

RIP VAN WINKLE 


Washington Irving's fictional lazy, henpecked husband.  One day, the ghost of Henry Hudson lured Rip to the Catskill Mountains, where the ghosts his crew (all small in stature) were enjoying an unusual game of Nine Pins.  Rip Van Winkle partook of their ale, which caused him to fall into a deep slumber for 20 years. When he awoke, his wife was dead, his children were grown up, and America was an independent nation. 

UNCLE REMUS 


Fictional storyteller of The Pre Civil War South, who told the "Tales of Br'er Rabbit," and "Br'er Fox." 

ANNIE OAKLEY 


Real sharpshooter in Buffalo Bill Cody's Wild West Show ; many tall tales have been told about her.  

SLUE-FOOT SUE

Rip-roarin' cowgirl who rode a giant catfish down the Rio Grande and into the heart of  Pecos Bill, much to the chagrin of Pecos Bill's steed, Widowmaker.  After the marriage, Bill let her ride Widowmaker, who bucked Sue into the sky, as far as the moon. Some legends say, Pecos Bill was able to lasso Slufoot Sue on the way back down and they traveled the countryside together; while other legends say she was never seen again.

Tall Tales and Folklore Study Guide

1. Real name was John Chapman.  
2. Famous Pioneer/Wanderer who made his way west planting apple trees as he went.  
3. He sat under a tree and "Fell asleep." He saw a rainbow in front of him and walked right up it to Heaven.  

4. Was a famous Frontier Scout, Congressman and later, a Defender of The Alamo 
5. A master of self-promotion, he spun many tall tales about himself during his lifetime. 
6. The famous song says he “killed a b’ar (bear) when he was only three.”

7. Symbolized in modern times by the coonskin cap.

8. Legendary Giant Lumberjack 
9. Paul Bunyan’s big blue ox

10. His efforts were said to have created the Missouri River, The Great Lakes, and The Grand Canyon 

11. Famous River Boatman and sharpshooter on the Mississippi River during the Mid 1800's.
12. Legendary black railroad laborer who was said to have driven steel with a hammer faster than any man. 
13. Beat the Steam Drill in a spike driving contest, but died in the process. 

14. Famous Folklore Character in the Immortal Ernest Lawrence Thayer poem   

15. Legendary King of the Cowboys who was raised by coyotes

16. Lassoed a tornado and rode it clear to California where it formed Death Valley. 
17. During a drought, he dug a trench all the way to The Gulf of Mexico, forming The Rio Grande.  
18. Pecos Bill’s Horse

19. Pecos Bill’s girlfriend.

20. Fictional school master from Washington Irving's "The Legend of Sleepy Hollow"
21. Disapeared with out a trace when one evening, he encountered The Headless Horseman
22. Ichabod Crane was on his way home from a party hosted by what girl whom Crane was courting. 

23. Kentuckian train engineer who gave his life to save others, on a stormy night in Mississippi, 100 years ago
24. Frontiersman most responsible for exploring and bringing settlers to what is now the State of Kentucky. 

25. Lazy henpecked husband

26. Rip Van Winkle went up into what Mountains?

27. Rip was saw the crew of what explorer?

28. What game was the crew playing?

29. How long did Rip Van Winkle sleep?

30. Fictional storyteller of The Pre Civil War South, who told the "Tales of Br'er Rabbit," and "Br'er Fox." 

31. Famous Sharpshooter in Buffalo Bill Cody's Wild West Show
32. This rip roarin' fictional cowgirl of American Folklore 
33. Rode a giant catfish down the Rio Grande, and into the heart of greatest cowboy of them all--Pecos Bill
34. Sent Sluefoot Sue into the sky, as far as the moon. 
