Aesop’s Fables
   Note:  The moral is in italics.  There may be some slight variations among the tellings of these fables.

The Fox and the Crow


A  Fox saw a Crow sitting on a tree branch with a piece of cheese in its beak.  He walked to the tree. 

"Good-day, Mistress Crow," he cried. "How well you look today!  Your voice surely surpasses that of other birds, just as your figure does; let me hear but one song from you that I may greet you as the Queen of Birds." 

The flattered Crow opened her mouth to sing, dropping the piece of cheese, which the fox snapped up. 

Do not trust flatterers." 

The Fox and the Grapes


A fox saw a bunch of grapes ripening on a vine which had been trained over a lofty branch.  He jumped several times to eat the grapes, but could not reach them.  He walked away, saying: "I am sure they are sour." 


It is easy to despise what you cannot get.   (This is where the term “sour grapes” comes from.)
Androcles (and the Lion)

Androcles, a slave, escaped and fled to the forest.  He came upon a lion lying on the ground  moaning.  He saw that the lion had a huge thorn in his paw.  Androcles took out the thorn and bandaged the paw.   Shortly after the lion’s paw healed, men captured Androcles and the lion.  The slave was sentenced to be thrown to the Lion, after the latter had been starved for several days.  The Emperor and all his Court came to see the spectacle, but when the lion was released into the arena, it recognized its benefactor and and licked his hands like a friendly dog.  The surprised Emperor pardoned Androcles and  returned the lion to its native forest. 


Gratitude is the sign of noble souls. 

The Ant and the Grasshopper

 
During the summer, a grasshopper hopped and chirped happily, ants passed by carrying heavy food to their nest.  They told the grasshopper he should be storing food for the winter also.  He laughed scornfully.  But when the winter came, the Grasshopper had no food and found itself dying of hunger, while it saw the ants distributing every day corn and grain from the stores they had collected in the summer.

It is best to prepare for the days of necessity. 
“The Wolf in Sheep's Clothing”


Shepherds and dogs prevented the wolf from getting at a flock of sheep.  But one day the wolf found a sheepskin that had been flayed and set aside.   It put the skin on and strolled down among the sheep.  A lamb started following the wolf, who led it away and enjoyed a hearty meal. 

Appearances can be deceptive. 
“The Shepherd's Boy”  (“The Boy who Cried Wolf”)

A young shepherd was bored one day, so he rushed toward the village yelling, “Wolf!  Wolf!”  All the villagers came running, but there was no wolf.  The boy thought it was so funny that he did it again a few days later, with the same result.  The next day, a wolf actually did appear, so the boy cried out, "Wolf! Wolf!"  The villagers thought the boy was again deceiving them, so nobody stirred to come to his help.  The wolf had a good meal. 


"A liar will not be believed, even when he speaks the truth." 

The Crow and the Pitcher


A thirsty crow came upon that had a little bit of water in the bottom.  He could not reach the water, so he dropped a pebble into the Pitcher.  Then another and another.  Eventually, the water rose enough that the crow could stick its beak into the neck of the bottle and drink. 

Little by little does the trick. 
The Goose that Laid the Golden Eggs


A farmer’s goose began laying eggs of gold.  He soon became wealthy, but he thought he could become richer still by cutting the goose open to take all its gold.  When he did, however, there was no gold.  

Greed oft o'er reaches itself. 

The Dog and the Shadow


A dog carrying a piece of meat in its mouth passed by a brook, he looked over and saw himself reflected in the water.  Thinking it was another dog with a piece of meat, he desired that meat also.  He made a snap at the shadow in the water, but the meat fell out of his mouth, dropped into the water and was never seen again 


Beware lest you lose the substance by grasping at the shadow. 
Belling the Cat


A group of mice terrorized by a cat met to try to solve the problem.  A young mouse proposed putting a bell on the cat so they could hear it coming.  The crowd cheered this solution until an old mouse got up and said: "That is all very well, but who is to bell the Cat?" The mice looked at one another and nobody spoke. 

"It is easy to propose impossible remedies." 

The Hare and the Tortoise


A hare boasted of its speed to a group of animals a challenged them to a race.  The only one who accepted was a tortoise.  The hare and the other animals laughed at him.  When the race began, the hare jumped out a seemingly insurmountable lead, then lay down for a nap. The Tortoise plodded on and on, and when the Hare awoke from his nap, he saw the Tortoise crossing the finish line.     


"Slow and steady wins the race." 

The Bundle of Sticks


A dying man summoned his sons and took out a bundle of sticks tied together.  He told them to break the sticks.  None could.  He then told them to untie the bundle, each take a stick, and break it, which they did.

Unity gives strength. 
 “The Lion and the Mouse”


A lion caught a mouse.  The mouse said “Let me go and I will do you a favor one day.”  The lion was so amused at this that he let the mouse go.  A few days later, the lion was caught in a net.  The mouse happened to pass by, so he gnawed through the net and freed the lion.


Little friends may prove great friends. 
“The Town Mouse and the Country Mouse”


A town mouse visiting his country cousin was appalled at the simple food his cousin had and took him to town to sample fine food and drink.  As they walked into the kitchen to sample gourmet fare, two cats jumped out, sending the mice scurrying toward a small hole in the wall.  The country mouse then left,  preferring to be safe with humble surroundings.

          "Better beans and bacon in peace than cakes and ale in fear." 

