Classic Drama – List One
American

Eugene O'Neill 


Generally considered the greatest American dramatist.


Long Day's Journey Into Night 

· Often called the greatest American play, it explores the lives of the Tyrones, a theatrical family

Emperor Jones

· A man becomes the ruler of a primitive culture on a remote island.

   Ah  Wilderness!

· O’Neill’s only comedy, set in a small New England town.

   The Ice Man Cometh

· Regulars at Harry Hope’s saloon dream of better lives until the salesman Hickey shatters their dreams.
Arthur Miller 

  Married to Marilyn Monroe.



Death of a Salesman 

· Salesman Willy Loman is bitterly disappointed that he never achieved his dreams, but his son Biff realizes that Willy had the wrong dreams to begin with.

    The Crucible

· Ostensibly about Salem Witch Trials -- actually an allegory about the 1950s Communist “Witch Hunts” 

Thornton Wilder 


Our Town 

· The most-performed American play from “legitimate theatre”
· Set in Grover’s Corner, New Hampshire
· The Stage Manager is a character in the play who often breaks the “fourth wall”

· Uses little scenery and no sets or props

· Focuses on the love between George Gibbs and Emily Webb

· Emily dies early, and her ghost later visits Grover’s Corner.


The Matchmaker

· Dolly Gallagher Levi makes a living by finding suitable wives for bachelors.
· When merchant Horace Vandergeller hires her, Dolly decides she herself would be the perfect wife

· The musical Hello Dolly! Is based on this play

The Skin of Our Teeth

·       Mr. and Mrs. Antrobus seem to confront every disaster from the Flood through World War II.
Lorraine Hansberry 



A Raisin in the Sun

· Each member of the Younger family has a plan for the insurance money gained from the father’s death.
· Set in Chicago ; first play by an African-American to be performed on  Broadway
· Title is an allusion to Langston Hughes’ poem “Harlem.”  
Tennessee Williams 


Night of the Iguana 

· Defrocked priest Shannon brings a busload of female teachers to a hotel run by Maxine Faulk.


A Streetcar Named Desire 

· Blanche Dubois' delusions of grandeur are brutally destroyed by her brother-in-law, Stanley Kowalski. 
· Set in New Orleans.  This is the play where Stanley yells, “STELLA!”


The Glass Menagerie

· Laura Wingfield keeps a collection of glass animals as friends.  Her brother’s name is Tom.
  


Cat on a Hot Tin Roof

· The dysfunctional Pollitt family, including Brick and Maggie, try to horn in on Big Daddy’s will.

William Gibson



Miracle Worker

· Play based on the story of blind, deaf, and mute Helen Keller and her teacher, Annie Sullivan

Frances Goodrich and Albert Hackett



The Diary of Anne Frank

· Play based on the book, The Diary of a Young Girl
World

Henrik Ibsen 

Norwegian playwright known as the first “modern” playwright


Hedda Gabbler 


· Out of jealousy and boredom, the selfish and neurotic Hedda destroys a former lover.








Ghosts

· Captain Alving’s hidden sins haunt his survivors.



A Doll's House 
· Nora Helmer is disillusioned with her husband and her role as wife.
Johann Goethe


German


Faust

· Faust, a scientist who seeks to know everything, is God’s favorite person.

· The Devil, Mephistopholes, bets God that he can distract Faust from his righteous pursuits
· Faust sells his soul to the devil, but after many tragedies, winds up going to Heaven.
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1. Long Day's Journey Into Night 

2. Emperor Jones

3. Ah  Wilderness!

4. The Ice Man Cometh


5. Death of a Salesman 

6. The Crucible

7. Our Town 

8. The Matchmaker

9. The Skin of Our Teeth

10. A Raisin in the Sun

11. Night of the Iguana 

12. A Streetcar Named Desire 

13. The Glass Menagerie

14. Cat on a Hot Tin Roof

15. Miracle Worker

16. The Diary of Anne Frank

17. Hedda Gabbler 
18. Ghosts

19. A Doll's House 

20. Faust

1. Generally considered the greatest American dramatist.

2. Often called the greatest American play  

3. Explores the lives of the Tyrones, a theatrical family

4. A man becomes the ruler of a primitive culture on a remote island.

5. O’Neill’s only comedy, set in a small New England town.

6. Regulars at Harry Hope’s saloon dream of better lives until Hickey shatters their dreams.

7. Married to Marilyn Monroe.

8. Salesman Willy Loman reaches the end of his life disappointed that he never achieved his dreams   

9. Willy’s son who realizes that Willy had the wrong dreams to begin with.

10. Ostensibly about Salem Witch Trials; actually an allegory about the 1950s Communist “Witch Hunts” 

11. Possibly the most-performed American play in history

12. Setting of the above play
13. The character in the above play who often breaks the “fourth wall”

14. Look up:  What does the “breaking the fourth wall” mean?

15. Two main characters of Our Town
16. Dolly Gallagher Levi makes a living by finding suitable wives for bachelors.

17. When merchant Horace Vandergeller hires her, Dolly decides she herself would be the perfect wife

18. What musical is based on the above play?
19. Mr. and Mrs. Antrobus seem to confront every disaster from the Flood through World War II.

20. Each member of the Younger family has plans for the insurance money from the father’s death.

21. Setting of the above play

22. First play by an African-American to be performed on  Broadway

23. Title of the above play is an allusion to what poem, by whom?  

24. Defrocked priest Shannon brings a busload of female teachers to a hotel run by Maxine Faulk.

25. Blanche Dubois' delusions of grandeur are brutally destroyed by her brother-in-law, Stanley Kowalski. 

26. This is the play where Stanley yells, “STELLA!”

27. Setting of the above play?

28. Laura Wingfield keeps a collection of glass animals as friends.  Her brother’s name is Tom.

29. The dysfunctional Pollitt family, including Brick and Maggie, try to horn in on Big Daddy’s will.

30. Play based on the story of blind, deaf, and mute Helen Keller and her teacher, Annie Sullivan

31. Play based on the book, The Diary of a Young Girl
32. Norwegian playwright known as the first “modern” playwright

33. Out of jealousy and boredom, the selfish and neurotic Hedda destroys a former lover.






34. Captain Alving’s hidden sins haunt his survivors.

35. Nora Helmer is disillusioned with her husband and her role as wife.
36. A scientist who seeks to know everything, is God’s favorite person.

37. The Devil who bets God that he can distract Faust from his righteous pursuits

