Mark Twain Summaries – List One
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer  
(1876)

Mischievous Tom lives with his Aunt Polly, his dead mother's sister, along with his half-brother, Sid, and his cousin, Mary in the Mississippi River town of St. Petersburg, Missouri, during the 1840s.  He tricks the young slave Jim into whitewashing a fence for him and falls for the new girl in town, Becky Thatcher. 


Tom's vagabond friend Huck Finn, the town drunk's son, asks Tom to meet him at the cemetery at midnight, to test the wart-curing properties of his dead cat.  While there, the boys stumble upon the murder of Dr. Robinson by Injun Joe during a grave-robbing attempt.  Muff Potter, also part of the gang, is pinned with the crime by Injun Joe.  Tom and Huck, however, are the only ones who know the truth. 


Tom, Huck, and Joe Harper run away to Jackson's Island, in the Mississippi, pretending to be pirates.   After several days, the town, believing them dead, prepares funeral services for them. The boys return to town dramatically in the middle of the Sunday church services, and they are forgiven for their mischief. 


As Muff Potter’s murder trial begins, Tom feels guilty for allowing an innocent man to be convicted.  On the final day of the trial, Tom is called as a surprise witness, and he proceeds to finger Injun Joe with the crime.  Injun Joe springs out the window and escapes.  Tom and Huck stumble upon Injun Joe and a stranger at a deserted house on the outskirts of town, and learn of a stash of gold Injun Joe is carrying. 


Becky invites the town's children to a picnic.  Tom and Becky get lost in McDougal’s Cave.  Also in the cave is Injun Joe, hiding out.  Just as Tom and Becky lose all hope, Tom finds an opening to safety.  Huck and Tom return to the cave, find Joe's treasure, which was hidden in the cave, and become heroes in the town. 

  Spawned two weak companion books:  Tom Sawyer Abroad (1894)
Tom Sawyer, Detective (1896)

Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
(1884)
 
Pap Finn, Huck's drunken father, returns to town.  A judge rejects Judge Thatcher and the Widow Douglas' attempt to be appointed Huck's legal guardian, and Pap goes on a drinking binge to celebrate.  Now Huck's entire fortune will be in his hands.  Pap removes Huck to a deserted cabin three miles up-river, to keep a close eye on him.  Huck fakes his own death and escapes in a canoe to Jackson's Island.   On his third day on the island, Huck stumbles upon Jim, who has run away from his owner, Miss Watson.  

Weeks later, Huck gets word that the island is about to be searched for Jim.  The two head down river on a raft toward Cairo, Illinois, where they will take a steamboat up the Ohio River to the free states.  They pass Cairo accidentally in the fog; so they continue their journey downriver.  In one misadventure, Huck impersonates a girl and then takes on the pseudonym George Jackson.  It is during this time that he falls in the midst of two feuding families, the Sheperdsons and the Grangerfords.


Tom and Jim meet two swindlers known as the King and Duke, who impersonate the brothers of the deceased Peter Wilkes in order to reap his inheritance; this escapade eventually backfires.  The four continue the journey down the Mississippi.  Huck begins to feel guilty for helping an escaped slave.  He begins to write a letter to Miss Watson but tears it up after realizing that Jim has become his friend.  He decides to make sure that Jim becomes free.  Little does he know that the King has sold Jim for $40 behind Huck's back. 


Huck discovers that Jim has been sold to a family named Phelps, and goes to their farm, where he is mistaken for their relative Tom.  It turns out that Tom is Huck's friend Tom Sawyer.  On the road to the Phelps', Huck meets Tom and explains that he wants to help Jim get his freedom. Tom agrees to take part in this plan. At the Phelps', Tom introduces himself as Sid Sawyer, his half-brother.   During the escape, which Tom elaborately plans, Tom is hit by bullet, but the injury turns out to be slight.

Jim has been a free man for two months already ; Miss Watson died and freed him in her will.  Tom knew this but went through the entire scheme for the "adventure of it."  Jim reveals that he saw the dead body of Pap Finn in a house that had been flooded.  At the end of the book, Huck doesn't want to be adopted by Tom's Aunt Sally, and decides to "light out for the Territories ahead of the rest."  Twain's intended irony is that these Territories, soon after the events of the book, were the scene of great bloodshed over the issue of slavery. 

Life on the Mississippi

It is both a memoir, a travel book, and a loose collection of history, geography, folklore, and other tidbits.  The first part is a lengthy memoir of Sam Clemens' experiences as a cub steamboat pilot.  The remainder of the book describes Twain's return to the Mississippi after 21 years.  After leaving New Orleans, Twain arrives at his boyhood home of Hannibal, Missouri. The travellers continue upstream to Iowa, Illinois, and Wisconsin. The trip ends in St. Paul, Minnesota, a distance of 2,000 miles from their starting point at New Orleans. 

The Prince and the Pauper 

In 1547 England Henry VIII dies. and his young son Edward VI is set to take the throne.  Edward inadvertantly switches places with his lookalike, pauper Tom Canty.

Edward is tormented by John Canty, Tom's father, a drunken thief. In his first night at Tom's home, he is beaten for claiming to be the Prince of Wales.  Edward eventually escapes from Tom's home and meets Miles Hendon, a swashbuckling nobleman returning to England after being away for 10 years . 


Tom is also thought to be not in his right mind, and is tutored by the Earl of Hertford, the lord-protector to the young king.  Tom masters the role of prince expertly, and makes merciful decisions over his subjects.  On his coronation day, however, he sees his real mother in the crowd and is overtaken with guilt over the wrongful nature of his role.   Then Edward comes to reclaim his rightful place as king. 

A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court


The story is told in a frame format.  In Warwick Castle, England, the narrator meets Hank Morgan, who tells how he was knocked on the head with a crowbar during a fight in Hartford, Connecticut.   He awakened in Camelot.  Hank gives the narrator a manuscript of his entire story.  The narrator begins reading the manuscript.  

In Camelot, Hank is sentenced to be burned at the stake, but fools King Arthur into thinking that he is a great wizard responsible for an eclipse.  He is named perpetual minister and executive to the king.  Hank invents little items to make his life more comfortable, such as soap, matches, books, pens, and ink.  Hank is considered a one of the greatest men in England; even more important than his rival Merlin.  Several years pass, and Hank has made profound changes in the English society.  He has founded new industries, set up schools and trained teachers, and supported religious tolerance.   He eventually falls in love with a girl named Sandy. 


Hank is informed of a holy fountain that has stopped running, and of how Merlin is trying to fix it. Hank goes to investigate, and finds out that it is an ordinary well with a leak. After fixing the leak, he makes a great show of breaking the spell over the fountain, and soon the fountain is working again. 


King Arthur appears in the countryside where Hank is staying. The two decide to tour the country in disguise, and soon set upon their way. After several adventures, Hank and the king are captured by slave traders, and are sold into bondage.  Hank escapes but cannot save Arthur.  Later, Hank hears that Arthur is to be hanged.  Trying to rescue Arthur, Hank is captured.  As Arthur is being blindfolded on the gallows, a contingent of 500 knights on bicycles ride in and save the day. 


Back at Camelot, Hank must joust with Sagramour le Desirous, who thinks that Hank insulted him. During the joust, Hank pulls out a revolver and kills Sagramour.  Over the next few years, Hank continues making huge advances in the society. He invents the telegraph, telephone, steamships, and railways. Hanks marries Sandy, and has a baby with her.  The family travels to France for the baby's health.  While there, major events shake up Arthur's kingdom.  A civil war erupts when Arthur learns of Launcelot's affair with Guenevere.  Arthur is killed in a battle with Mordred, his nephew.  The Church grabs control of the country, but Hank proclaims that he is ruler until a new government is set up. 


The church masses a huge army against Hank's heavily guarded fortress but are thoroughly destroyed in space of minutes when coming upon Hank's modern instruments of warfare.  Hank and his 53 assistants are rulers of the land.   Hank's experiences in the sixth century end when he is poisoned by a disguised Merlin in his fortress, and is condemned to sleep for 13 centuries.  Merlin is soon after killed when bumping into an electric fence outside the fortress.  The narrator then finishes up the manuscript, goes in to look at a sleeping Hank, and hears him mumbling and crying out about the main characters of the story. 
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Mark Twain Summaries – List One Study Guide

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer  
(1876)
1. Where does Tom live?

2. What is his aunt’s name?

3. Who is Tom’s half-brother?

4. Who is Tom’s cousin?

5. Whom does Tom trick into whitewashing a fence?

6. With what girl does Tom fall in love?

7. What other famous boy do we meet in this novel?

8. Why does Huck ask Tom to meet him at the graveyard at midnight?

9. Who is killed in the cemetery?  By whom?

10. Who is blamed for the murder?

11. Where do Tom and Huck run away to?  Who goes with them?

12. What happens while they are away?

13. What does Injun Joe do when Tom testifies against him?

14. In what cave do Tom and Becky get lost?

15. Name the two sequels to The Adventures of Tom Sawyer.

Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
(1884)

1. Who is Huck’s father?

2. Who tries unsuccessfully to be appointed Huck's legal guardian
3. Pap only wants Huck’s _______________ .  

4. Huck fakes his own death and escapes to where?

5. Whom does Huck meet on the island?  Why?

6. Why do Huck and Jim leave Jackson’s Island?

7. What name does Huck use on a couple of occasions?

8. What two feuding families does Huck meet?

9. Name the two swindlers Huck and Jim meet.

10.  Whom does Huck meet on the Phelps farm? 

Life on the Mississippi

1. The first part is a lengthy memoir of Sam Clemens' experiences as a cub ______________ pilot.  
2. After leaving New Orleans, Twain arrives at his boyhood home of _________________, _________. 9
The Prince and the Pauper 

1. In what country is this book set?

2. What king dies at the beginning of the book?

3. What young prince is about to take the throne?

4. With what poor boy does he switch places?

A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court

1. Who is the protagonist?

2. What “wizard” is one of the primary antagonists?

3. Hank saves himself from being burned at the stake by predicting what?

